A comparison of a solid phase IRC assay and the PSIFT for detection of antibodies to platelets.
A rapid solid phase indicator red cells assay (IRCA) for detection of platelet antibodies was developed and its sensitivity compared with PSIFT. Platelets were attached to the surface of polystyrene microtitre plate wells by means of a sodium carbonate buffer and centrifugation. Uncovered areas were blocked by a gelatin blocking buffer. After serum incubation bound platelet-specific antibodies were made visible by anti-IgG-coated indicator red cells and a brief centrifugation. A positive result, meaning the presence of an anti-platelet antibody was indicated by red cell adherence over the reaction surface. In the absence of serum antibodies to platelets the indicator red cells formed a pellet. The IRCA showed a high sensitivity; the anti-platelet antibody Thrombocyte was detectable until a dilution of 1:1,600 whereas the same antibody in the PSIFT could only be detected until a dilution of 1:400.